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WO rds Or eXp ress' Ons Although A Conpectiont Yankee in King Arthars Cowt (15889) is often read s & commertary on the American public's
fascination with medievalism and as a response to both the French Revolution and English attacks on the United States | it is
alz0 a book that tackles the American demons of big business and financial speculstion. When Mark Twain (1835-1910) s=t
coven to write this novel, he was heavily invested in various speculstive enterprizes, one of which, the Paige type-setting
machine, vwould bankrupt him. Twain's fortunes declingd as he wrote, and his speculation evertually destroyed his empirs,
iust @s Hank destroys his kingodom st the end of the tale.

Yankeeis awonderfulty humorous and colorful narrative that parodies Iterary, social, and business conventions. it takes the
Title BALLAD form of a tall tale and ssrcastically uses the devices of chivalric romance. Twain's use of these two modes would allow him
to werite some rather powerful social critiques:

AMERICAN POETRY, 1913-1945

Text A popular medieval form of narrative folk postry 1 Hank Morgan, the protagonist, is & pragmatic Yankee, engineer, and factory manager who is transported back in time to King

dowen, Humor, melodrama, and a swift portrayal Arthur's realm. In this zetting he is transformed into & medieval "Robber Baron® who views this primitive realm &= a field ripe
are often composed in guatrains with the rhyme = for business developmert. Hank comes to be known as "the Boss" and turns King Arthur's lands into his own corporate
reftain, though these are by no means strict rules empire, even transforming the Round Table into & stock exchange. His speculstive impulzes eventually backfive, however,
the werses to suit themselves, and, &= a result, th when & stock battle between two knights sets off & chain reaction that destroys the kingdom, just as Twain's busingss
products of changes made over time by many bal speculstions had destroyed his own financial world.
ballads because they were first popularized amol
did the ballad come to be considered = “literary” fi Frank D. Casale
Title AMERICAN POETRY, 1913-1845 include the English and American Romartics, Cole Graduate Certer, City University of Mew York
confused with the strict French form, the ballacde PRINT TE
Text The years 1913 through 1919 are comi
movemert in poetry: indeed, far all practic
postry was born, Inthe period following PRINT TEX

American verse had lapsed into a relative

Americas entry into the First VWorld War, _ _

generation of poets, dissatisfied with convertions and exploring new areas in new ways, signaled an

exciting era in poetic history. Spearheaded by Ezra Pound (a shrewd literary theorist and a treless promoter

of other artists) and fostered by the proliferation of "litle magazines," which gave hitherto unknown writers &

forum for the™ -
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- ~ | Suggested activities and creative writing projects are included in each discussion
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